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the fAttest -Nidetes and promtons on theground of faithful saervlce and acquired.skill without partisan . favr. The neces-
sary evil of the first appljatim of civil
service in the promozing geais:on the
basis of mere length erfice or mere
mechanical skilL The. progrebs of -eiil
service from year to year jpnsits in the
introduction of other tests 4han length of
time and mechanical -perfectiong' lower
grades of work.'-
Discharged for Priattg a3Rehh sat
When the examination W witnow" began

Mr. Thomas Reobban-ti the stand -

said he was' appoanted .11 1813 bf coin-
Petitive eaminaton to#$A;20O psiion hi
the Treasury Deliartment. He served in
several bureaus -and was promoted from
time to time until in 1890' he reached $1,80
In the controller's office. He. held this
position until August, 1893, when he was
dropped. There were no charges againsthim, and his resignation was accepted.The reason why he was discharged was be-
cause he had printed the only republican
newspaper In Georgia during Grant's see-
ond term. There was general rejoicing
among his enemies in Georgia when he was
dismissed. 'Controller Durham told him
that during the first .Cleveland administra-
tion the governor of Georgia and some
senators had demanded his dismissal be-
cause he had many yearn .previously pub-lished that republican newspaper. Mr.
Durham had refused to discharge him,
however, on that ground. He had made no
effort for reinstatement because the same
people who caused his dismissal remainedin power up to a short time ago.

W. W. Hill's Charges.
Wm. W. Hill was then sworn. He said

his charge was directed-priacipally at the
civil service commisskaf beeause there was
apparent collusion betwei-t4e commission
and the Post Office Departent. He said
he was appointed In the, Washington city
post office In 1889, tranferied to the Post
Office Department, and in 1893 was pro-moted to be assistant superintendent of
the free delivery system. This promotion,he said, was dus to the'fact that he was
thought to be- the best man' to take up the
Investigation of- letter carriers' overtime
pay. He worked upon this matter, being
a lawyer, and was engaged In nearly all
the large cities of the country.
He said that -in 1894 the ~department be-

gan to appoint, unlawfullyN h4 asserted, a
large number of spies, special agents, as
they were called. It commenced with
threi and fifty-nine were appointed. He
said the civil service commission was cog-
nizant '.f the appointment of these men
and yet there was no Iwarrant of law for
the appointments. -The pay of the spec nts was finally
raised from 3 a day t5 a gay. A chief
of these men was apfoont" and for a
time his pay reached 1 4, day, Sundays
Included. He said Sixth 'Mditor Howard
at first. raised strenuous objections to pass-
Ing these accounts. He did not know how
Mr. Howard finally became reconciled to
passing the accounts, but that-Mr. Howard,
when he did become reconciled, was there-
after allowed at the begla ning of each
successive quarter to namin one of these
appointees,. .so
Mr. Hill said that all of th appointments

of these special agentsiwere made by the
chief clerk- of the PosVOffiq Department.
At the end of the first year the appoint-
ment. of these me ,6adjtheir. salaries
and iejeN", to W2,00.
Atlegd 'iolations In Philadelphia.
He said the Philadelphia post office fur-

hished the most striking case of. the viola-
tion of the civil service law. The force was

increased and then decreased in o#der to
get certain men out of the offtee. In the
dismis||ls none of the new appointees were

included, but the victims were nearly all
republicans, and many were old soldiers.
The office added eighty men in October,
184, and removed 100 shortly after1ward.
Mr. Hill said the salaries'of the-"special

agents' were paid in this way: The post-
n'asterb of the offices to which the agents
.were detailed were directed to mIake re-
mittantes to the department in currency.
Tbese envelopes were opened by the-chiet
of the special agents, Mr. Bellman, and a

portion of the money was taken -out .and
sent to a local'benk, where It was depos-
ited to his credit. Mr. Hill did not know
wihat that deposit was used for.
Mr. Hill charged that these employes

were assessed for the Ohio campaign of
185, and he thought their pay was raised
to $5 in order to allow them to make high-
er campaign contributions.
A letter was read from one of these em-

ployes, In which the writer says he could not
give as much to the Ohio campaign as was
demanded of him -because he had made
some private investments.
Mr: Hill said these special agents were

maased at Chicago, and one of the Post
Office Department officials went there to
explain to them regarding the assessments
for the Ohio campaign.
Mr. Hill made 'some severe strictures

upon the character of these special agents.
-He Reported Irregularities,

Mr. Hill said he had told First Assistant
Postmaster General Jones of the Irregu-
larities going on in this branch of the ser-
vice,. and that It was bringing the admi-
Istration into disrepute over the country.-
"Instead of- thankrinr me," Mr. Hill tea-

tided, "Gen. Jons -told me to mind my own
business and keep my mouth shult; and I
suppose. It would have been much better
for me if I had- doneso
Mr. Hill said that during the friction

which ensued from efforts made by himself,
Mr. Su:livan and Mr. Bates, his house and
theirs were watched constantly buy spies of
the Post Ofice Department.
Mr. Hill said that -the civil service com--

nauiswien had aso been informed of the
Irregularities. He read the copy of an affi-
davit made by IVII. A. Sullivan to the
commission. in which Mr. Sullivan swore
tha;. Mr. Bellman..-chief - of the secret
agents, bad Ievied political contributions
upon employee; that protests had been
made bay these emplcyee; that. he hums-'?
had been dismissed fr-om the department
because he had called attention to these
matters.--
Mr; Hill told of the oircumstances of his

own dimisal.a He said First Assistant
Postmaster General Jones cdalled -hitm
In and asked him If he tlkgt he-had
showia gratitude to the Postmaster General
for all his kindness. Mr. Hill had, replied
that he did not owe avrtude to Post-
master General Wiison.- Se had been ap-
pointed by merit and held his place by
merit., Mr. Jones had theaidhe would
dismiss him, and did nols~~ him to re-
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Am Alleged Omeoek Seat Bewa ae a

James Hennessy, the alleged crook who
was arrested at the Batumore and Potomac
dej~ot Thursday by Pinkerton Deteetive
Seymnour Butler, and who afterward mrat-
ed a scene by attempting to escape from
police headquarters, will remain In this city
fler three months. He was see. by the Bel-
timore detectives, as pubhished In yeuter-
day's Star, aznd it Is thought ho ay be
wanted there for some of the recent burg-
laies. He wasn this morning photagraphed
for the gtlery at police headquarters, and,

Judge Kimbanl 'sa"allgdupii
character. He pleaded guilty, and the courtheard the statement of Detective Weede.
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